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lematis is the queen of vines, with
gorgeous, large blooms appearing at eye-

level or above, growing from thin, wiry stems.
Clematis has a reputation for being temperamental,
which is a bit unfair. Most types are a bit
demanding but care is straightforward.

Start with planting. Ignore everyting you’ve
ever read or been told about perennials, and plant
Clematis vines several inches deeper than they
grew in the pot. Or, in the case of bareroot plants,
place the crown fully 3-4” below soil level, which
will encourage more vigorous growth and
branching.

Clematis vines are heavy feeders, so feed
plants a first feeding of a low nitrogen fertilizer
such as 5-10-10. Then alternate with a balanced
10-10-10 fertilizer every 4-6 weeks for the
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ach year, 19 billion catalogs are mailed to
American consumers. Catalog Choice is a

free service that allows you to decide what gets in
your mailbox. Use it to reduce your mailbox clutter,
while helping save natural resources. Your partici-
pation benefits merchants, lowering their cost of
distribution and helping them better target their
market. Also, your participation as a member of
the Catalog Choice community will collectively
make a huge positive impact on the environment,
as together we reduce the energy consumed, the
carbon emissions, and the lost forests resulting
from the current annual production and discarding
of billions of paper catalogs. Visit Catalog Choice
at: https://www.catalogchoice.org/welcome
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“Let us be grateful to people who make us
happy: They are the charming gardeners who
make our souls blossom.”

     --- Marcel Proust

Editor’s note: The following reprint is from the
February 2008Keep White Flower Farm

Caring for Clematis

growing season.
Avoid using manure around the plants and be sure

to keep mulch away from the crown because plants
are susceptible to a fungal disease, and you don’t
want moisture to collect. Plants prefer a neutral soil,
so add lime at planting if your soil is very acid.

The first spring after planting, prune the plant
back to the first pair of healthy buds. This may seem
a drastic step but it will encourage a much more
vigorous plant. A light pruning can be done every
spring.

There are many different varieties and 3-main
categories of Clematis. Plants that bloom on last
year’s growth should be pruned lightly, if at all. Plants
that bloom on new growth can be cut back to only 12”
tall in the early spring. Plants that bloom twice, on old
and on new wood, are the trickiest, so gardeners tend
to ignore them. Stems stop flowering after 4 years, so
it is a good practice to remove the oldest stems every
spring. Plants will look better and produce flowers at
a lower level if you do this. For twice-blooming
Clematis thin lightly in the spring for shape and
remove the oldest stems of plants that are 4 years old
or older. Wait until after the first bloom for any other
major pruning, if it’s necessary. More extensive details
available on web site http://ww.whiteflowerfarm.com/
growing-clematis-vines.html.

Beneficial Nematodes do so Much
Beneficial nematodes are microscopic worms that

live in the soil and parasitize insects in their larval
form. Theses insects include fleas, flies, fire ants, and
grubs. Beneficial nematodes will not hurt earthworms,
people, or pets.

Mulch has many Benefits
Use organic mulch on top of your soil to help hold

in moisture, reduce soil temperatures in summer and
retain soil warmth in winter. It also suppresses weed
growth and provides a finished look to your beds.
Mulches include cedar, cypress, hardwood, and pine
bark.

Corn Gluten Meal: Natural Weed Control
Corn Gluten Meal is a by-product of the corn

milling industry. It is a bright yellow powder or pellet
that is applied in late winter and again in late summer
to stop weed seeds from growing. It does not affect
perennial plants, but it will affect all seeds. Apply corn
gluten meal to lawns and flowerbeds where seeds will
not be planted.

Your Organic Garden
Editor’s note: The following reprint is from the
March - April 2006 North Haven Gardens News-
letter Every Blooming Thing

Fertilize now if you didn’t in February.
Use root stimulator on all new plantings
Prune fruit trees before bud break. Wait to prune

spring-flowering shrubs and vines after flowering.
Cut back groundcover early in the month to

remove winter damage.
Treat fire ant mounds with bait early in the morn-

ing or late in the afternoon when ants begin to forage.




